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In Remembrance: 
 Garrett Saulters 

by: Bonnie Hebert 
 

  
             On August 9, Garrett Saulters, former 
classmate and friend, was involved in a fatal car 
accident, passing away at the scene. The loss of 
this special soul tremendously impacted the 
community. 

 “He had a big impact on everybody’s 
life around here. It really struck the community 
when we found out,” Junior Trevor Creel said. 

Garrett’s funeral was held Friday, 
September 14, 2018, at 2:00 p.m. in the Cochran 
Funeral Home Chapel in Livingston.  

“He was a smart kid. Always played 
around with people. Made them happy, smile. 
He was a joker. He loved telling jokes all the 
time,” Senior Brendon Bowen said. 

Garrett leaves behind many friends and 
family in the West Hardin community. 

“He was like my big brother. I miss him, 
man,” Creel said. 

Garrett’s memory will forever be in the 
hearts of many. His memory will live on through 
son, Greyson Saulters. 

“Garrett loved that boy,” Junior Thomas 
Peek said. “He was his world. Don’t worry 
about the kid, the community will raise that boy. 
They love him.” 

 
Minding What Matters 

By: Tilden Wyatt

 

The elementary school is starting a new, 
unique program this year.  

“We have started a new program call the 
7 Mindsets, and the 7 Mindsets is geared 
towards helping kids build character and also 
learning,  how to be a good friend to others, how 
to serve others, and also just have them build a 
vision for their futures,” Elementary Principal 
Tiffany Merriwether said. 

The program is designed to help students 
become better people and to focus on their 
futures. 

 “The mindset this month is Everything 
is Possible,” Merriwether said. “It will show the 
children they can become anything they want to 
if they try hard enough.” 

 In Remembrance:  
Caringtin E. Mosley 

by: Madison Hunt 
 

 
 
Losing someone special is 

heartbreaking. There are many special people, 
and one was 18-year old Caringtin Mosley, 
class of 2018. 

On Sunday, September 9, Caringtin 
Mosley passed away in a car accident at 5:45 
p.m.  

“I just hope her memory lives on and 
that her family and friends who were really 
close to her find peace,” Coach Elizabeth 
Adams, Head of Science Department said. 

Caringtin Mosley’s positive attitude 
didn’t just affect a few people but the whole 
community. 

“I would always be happy as she was, 
and always smiling,” Senior Makala Campbell 
said.  

She was never afraid to meet new 
people and make them so close to where that 
person would become special to her. 

“I have known her since diapers,” 
Senior Macie Guedry said. “Her bursting into 
my house and singing and dancing in the 
kitchen.” 

She was that kind of person, she would 
want to catch up with people and meet new 
people. 

“During the hurricane, she came to 
visit with the Hughes, to meet my baby, and to 
catch up,” Adams said. 

Caringtin will not be forgotten, her 
story will live on throughout the community. 

“Caringtin was an important member 
of the West Hardin Performers, and we will 
always miss her,” Speech and Theatre Director 
Sandra Peek said. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Caringtin’s Jersey 

by: Hayden Powell 
 

 

 
 

#10 will always be a memorable 
number for the volleyball team. This number 
was worn by Caringtin E. Mosley. She had 
such a fond love for volleyball and always 
played hard while managing to lift the team up 
and keep everyone together during hard times. 

Since the tragic accident that took her 
life, the whole volleyball team wears yellow in 
her memory when they play. 

“Tonight at our volleyball game,  I am 
going to frame her jersey from last year and 
hang it in the gym,” Coach Elizabeth Adams, 
Head of Science Department said. 

Her jersey will always hang high in her 
honor for years to come. She will never be 
forgotten and all the passion and pride she had 
when she played will be remembered. 

 
You Told Us 

By: Macy Jackson, Sam Payne 
 

      This new school year the school upgraded 
to Chromebooks. A recent survey indicated 
that 80% of the students enjoy having 
Chromebooks, and 67% agree that 
Chromebooks are more functional than iPads. 
40% of students, however, have had problems 
with the new technology. Despite these issues, 
76% are happy with the performance of the 
Chromebooks. 

 
 

 
 

 



 
Rice Fest’s Best  

By: Sam Payne
 

 
On October 4, 2018, the annual Rice 

Festival will take place, and  Ag students are 
after some blue ribbons.  

Ag teacher James Merrifield said, “We 
are going to have many projects. Our 24-foot 
gooseneck trailer we built this past year. We 
have multiple students building fire rings, hog 
traps, and bumpers for vehicles.”  

The Ag students are hoping to bring in a 
big audience for their project presentations.  

“Due to the amount of projects we are 
bringing, they are having to enlarge the size of 
the area that is designated for the Ag mechanics 
show,”  Merrifield said.  

Merrifield is aiming for all of his 
students to bring home a blue ribbon.  

“They judge Ag mechanics shows in red, 
white, and blue ribbons. Blue ribbons mean you 
get 90 to 100% of the points given, and they are 
awarded points based on construction of the 
project, difficulty level of the project, and how 
well a kid can present that project. Our goal is 
for every one of our students to bring home a 
blue ribbon,” Merrifield said,  

Not only are they striving to get a blue 
ribbon, but they are also competing with other 
schools, too. They expect Hamshire-Fannett to 
be major competition.  

“Hamshire-Fannett usually has pretty 
good stuff at that show, That’s who won grand 
last year and where we only took Reserve. So 
they basically took first place of the whole show 
and we only took second. So we hope to come in 
and learn from what we did last year and 
succeed this year over that school,” Merrifield 
said. 

Merrifield is not at all worried about his 
students being able to perform well and is 
confident that his students will do great.  

“I’m a pretty big critic of them in here so 
that when they get in front of that judge, that 
judge doesn’t really have anything negative to 
say. Because they get it in here from me,” 
Merrifield said.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
New Year, New Coach 1 

By: Gabrielle Bennight 
 

 
The first day of school is a new start 

for students, teachers, and coaches. Coach 
Trevor Morgan has joined the school faculty 
and is looking forward to a new year. 

“I have always wanted to teach and 
coach because my dad is a coach and my mom 
has been an eighth-grade teacher since I was a 
little kid, so being around that and seeing how 
they influenced kids and people and seeing 
how they changed people's lives really 
affected me.”  

Coach Trevor Morgan started working 
for Lamar's football program and soon decided 
to attend the university and all the challenges 
that entailed.  

“It’s an eye opener when you get to 
college, too. It really taught me how not to 
stress, but to really get work done because in 
high school, like I could kinda breeze through 
everything and then when I got to college, it’s 
like an eye-opener. You really have to study 
and work cause I never studied in high school. 
I was just good enough to get by, you know, 
and without studying just listening in class but 
in college, I had to learn how to study,” 
Morgan said.  

In college, a close friend of Morgan’s 
died in a car accident. 

“I almost didn’t show up to my finals. I 
didn’t show up to a lot of the review days and 
then somebody was like ‘Hey man, he would 
slap you if he knew how you been,’ and I was 
like ‘You're right’. So I finished that. It’s 
kinda what pushed me, you know,” Morgan 
said.  

Morgan now uses his experiences to 
motivate others.  

“A lot of times I feel like they can see 
how excited I get through things, so they can 
kinda can feed off me, and I try to influence 
them to get excited for each other,” Morgan 
said.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Year, New Coach 2 

By: Eli Fowler 
 

 
           Students and athletes have met Mr. 
Caleb Hardy and believe he is going to be a 
positive part of the future. Hardy is a new 
teacher and coach. He is a high school graduate 
of Buna ISD and a college graduate from 
Lamar University.  

He studied exercise science with a 
minor in psychology for four and a half years. 

“I loved every minute of it,” Hardy 
said. 

Working with some physical and 
occupational therapists in college led him to 
believe he might want to pursue a career in 
occupational therapy. However, he changed his 
mind and became a teacher and a coach. 

“I like being out there with the kids,” 
Hardy said. 

He started teaching here in August. His 
crazy schedule consists of coaching football 
and cross country, and teaching classes. He 
starts his day at 7 in the morning, and then he 
ends his day around 7 
in the evening.  

“It is worth getting up in the morning 
and coming to the school to teach and work 
with the students,” Hardy said. 

He starts his day off with cross country, 
then teaches his students, and ends it with 
football. When he coaches football, he works 
mostly with the safety players, but never lets 
any of the players go without them knowing 
what to do. 

 “The first cross country meet and the 
beginning of district games for football is 
something to look forward to,” Hardy said. 

 He has a real passion for sports and 
wants the students to achieve their goals. 

 “Fake it til you make it,”  Hardy said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Theatre Drama 

Nicole Davis 
 

 

                   Approximately a year ago, West 
Hardin was hit by the devastating Hurricane 
Harvey. There was serious damage to the 
school, including the auditorium. The building 
was damaged by the intense flooding that seeped 
through the floors.  

 “We are doing everything we can to get 
it done as soon as possible, but I certainly expect 
to have it done by Christmas,” Superintendent 
Jim Armstrong said.  

The people helping with the repairs are 
planning on replacing 175 chairs for the 
auditorium, putting French drains all the way 
around the building to pump water, and 
replacing the flooring with concrete. The 
workers are having to do more than the school’s 
insurance will pay for.  

“About twenty thousand dollars is how 
much the insurance has appropriated,” 
Armstrong said. 

 The school has gone through many 
troubled times with this hurricane. Fixing this 
building that holds so many memories will allow 
new memories to grow and be a sign of hope 
that nothing can stop this beloved school as they 
continue to prosper. 

 
 

 
 

Writing for Success 
Britany Izaguirre 

 
 

Students have been doing a lot more 
writing this school year.  

According to our Principal Michael 
Smith, academics are very important to our 
school. 

“Over the summer, I looked at our 
scores and what I found is across the district 
our lowest testing score for the STAAR or the 
EOC was writing,” Smith said. 

Students have been complaining about 
the amount of writing that they have been 
doing this year. However, Smith knows it will 
be good for students. 

“My hope by doing the initiative 
writing is that will help increase the stamina of 
the students, so you guys, when it’s time to 
test you can do the effective writing that you 
need in order to pass your English and writing 
tests,” Smith said. 

One of the main challenges for the 
students is writing. Smith hopes that these 
daily exercises will help the students write 
better. 

“I think writing is an area just like 
reading that it goes cross-curricular which by 
that I mean you use it in every single subject, 
no matter what job you get,  you’re going to 
have some kind of writing in that career. You 
have to communicate. If you can’t effectively 
communicate through writing then you’ll end 
up losing the job,” Smith said. 
 

 
A Band New Year 

by: Meagan Henry 
 

            Band Director Michael Tucker has 
chosen this year’s marching show entitled 
‘Grimm Tales’.  

“It's it based off of the fairy tales 
written by the Brothers Grimm, ” Tucker said. 
“Hansel and Gretel is first; then our second 
tune is written based off of Rumpelstiltskin; 
and the final piece, what we call the closer, is 
based off of Little Red Riding Hood.”  

The music is an original composition 
by Luke Mcmillan. The band has been 
working on the show since the start of school. 

“It's kind of difficult to play but it's 
really fun.” Freshmen Mary Parrish said. 

Tucker believes that everyone has a 
crucial part in the show.  

“This year we went out of the box with 
everything and are practicing the hardest I’ve 
ever seen this band practice. It's amazing how 
much camaraderie we have and how much 
closer we’ve gotten thus far,” Junior Thomas 
Peek said.  

This show will be sure to wow the 
crowd from beginning to end. 

“My favorite part of the show is the 
beginning when everybody’s playing 
together,” Sophomore Trinity Clark said. 
 

 
 Cutting-Edge Chromebooks 

Macy Jackson 
 

 

           Over the summer, the school staff 
decided to use Chromebooks this school year. 

At this meeting deciding whether to use 
the Chromebooks rather than the iPad, the only 
vote to keep the iPads was made by Mr. Jim 
Crews, head of the math department and 
Student Council advisor. Since using the 
Chromebooks, Mr. Crews has changed his 
opinion.  

“I think the iPads and the Chromebooks 
are about the same. It’s just a matter that I was 
more used to the iPads than the Chromebooks. 
The Chromebooks are growing on me,” Crews 
said. 

Crews sees benefits in using 
Chromebooks in the classroom. In fact, he is 
one of the teachers that will be using them the 
most in class, for himself and the students.  

“Every single day I will make an 
assignment on them. I will send out notes. We 
will do everything but tests on them. We can 
use YouTube on them now and that helps with 
financial math because there's a lot of YouTube 
videos in the curriculum,” Crews said. 

Last year, one of the largest problems 
with the iPads was their ability to easily 
become lost. The other problem was they were 
often dropped and broken, so students were not 
able to use them in class. Crews sees this 
problem changing in the future. 

“The Chromebooks are going to be 
more durable than the iPads. They will 
definitely be easier to keep up with because 
they came with their own case,” Crews said. 

 

 



 


